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pit props from Murmansk, timber of all types from Archangel
and Leningrad, boxboard from Novorossisk, pulp-wood from
Odessa. As compared with 1913, the timber export has
greatly increased, the tendency being to export a greater
proportion of semi-manufactured timber such as boards,
plywood, etc.
In 1937 Soviet exports were made up as follows: Petroleum
products, 35 per cent.; metals, machinery, and industrial
products, 23 per cent.; chemicals, 10-3 per cent.; and coal,
7-8 per cent. The industrial nature of the exports is matched
by the decrease in imported industrial goods since 1913. In
1913 nearly 44 per cent, of all machinery used in Russia was
imported, in 1937 only 0-009 per cent. In 1913 nearly 20
per cent, of Russia's coal was imported, in 1937 none. Until
the threat of war compelled the Soviet Union, in 1938, to
buy stocks of cotton and rubber practically all the require-
ments of the country were satisfied by home production,
in the case of cotton, and about 24 per cent, in the case of
rubber. Yet in 1913 all the rubber used in Russia, and nearly
47 per cent, of the cotton, was imported. In 1938 coal,
pig-iron, agricultural machinery, motor lorries, fertilizers,
cotton and canned goods, all of which were imported in 1913,
were being exported.
From 1928 to 1938 England and Germany, followed by
Holland, France, Italy, Belgium, and Iran, were the chief
purchasers of Soviet exports. By 1938, however, the U.S.A.
had risen to fourth place, with Great Britain, Turkey, and
Belgium occupying the first, second, and third places respec-
tively. Holland and Germany were also important purchasers.
A considerable amount of exports went to Mongolia and
Spain. Goods exported to Britain consisted largely of lumber
products, petroleum, furs, linen flax, wheat, butter, and
poultry, and to Germany and the U.S.A. similar commodities,
with the addition of manganese ore and asbestos. The sale
of canned fish to the U.S.A. was steadily increasing up to
1939. Mongolia, Iran, Western China, and Afghanistan
purchased sugar, cloth, clothing, dry goods, leather, metal
products, etc,, while the Soviet Government erected textile